-CA-125 antigen as a prognostic factor for survival in patients with epithelial ovarian carcinoma of FIGO stage I--preliminary results-.
The tumour marker CA 125 has proved useful in monitoring the course of disease and in indicating responsiveness to therapy in patients suffering from epithelial ovarian cancer. Due to its poor sensitivity, however, attempts to improve early detection by screening with this tumour marker have been unsuccessful to date. This study was performed to evaluate whether there was a relation between pre-operative CA 125 levels and the survival of patients with epithelial ovarian cancer FIGO stage I. If such a relation exists, CA 125 may be an effective variable in singling out those subsets of patients with stage I disease for whom adjuvant chemotherapy would bring an additional therapeutic benefit. Our results suggest CA 125 may be a significant prognostic factor. With a 5-year survival of 43%, marker-positive ovarian cancer carries a poor prognosis. Since the question as the whether follow-up treatment is required in this early, potentially curable stage of disease, is contingent upon numerous factors and since an individualised therapeutic regimen may lead to increased survival rates, the prognostic influence of CA 125 and its relationship to other prognostic factors should be evaluated by multivariate analysis.